
NC Outdoor Learning Environments Alliance Member List 

Wendy Banning    Ronda Hawkins 
Private Consultant   Sandhills Community College 
 
Amy Barry    Patricia Hearron, Ph.D. 
Smart Start of Buncombe County  Appalachian State University 
 
Sheila Bazemore    Linda Hestenes, Ph.D. 
Office of Early Learning   UNC-Greensboro 
 
Mary Bradford    Jonathan Kotch, Ph.D. 
NC Head Start    UNC-Chapel Hill 
 
Kathy Bull    Lori Little 
NC Zoological Society   GlaxoSmithKline Child Care Center 
 
Anna Carter    Christina McWilliams 
Division of Child Development  Ctr. For Health Promotion & Disease Prev. 
 
Karen Chester    Trish Mengel 
NC Interagency Coordinating Council NECTAC 
 
Kathryn Clark, Ph.D.   Anna Mercer- McLean 
Meredith College   Community School for People Under 6 
 
Kemper Covington   Margaret Mobley 
Covington Landscape, In.c  Child Care resources, Inc. 
 
Karen DeBord, Ph.D.   Annie Nashbold 
NC State University   Sara P. Duke Gardens 
 
Mary Jo Deck    Ed Norman 
Private Consultant   Environmental & Natural Resources 
 
Lanier DeGrella    Eva Phillips 
Child Care Services Association  Office of Early Learning 
 
Bonnie DiLeone                   Lorie Pugh 

          Project Enlightenment            Division of Child Development 
 
             Nancy Easterling             Amy Rabb 
             NC Botanical Gardens            Child Care Networks 
 
             Greg Flynn                Richard Rairigh 
             Department of Public Instructions           Be Active NC  
 
             Khari Garvin             Malinda Rathbone 
             Office of Early Learning            Office of Early Learning 
 
             Kristen Guillory               Jeannie Reardon 
             Office of Early Learning            Child Care Health & Safety Res. Ctr. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
___________________ 
 
The Nort Carolina 
Outdoor Learning 
Environments Alliance 
is a statewide collaborative 
initiated by the NC Office of 
Early Learning  and the NC 
Partnership for Children. 
 
It is comprised of 
organizations, agencies, and 
individuals focused on 
improving the quality of 
outdoor environments for all 
children. 
 
contact information: 

 
Jani Kozlowski 
The North Carolina 
Partnership for Children 
919-821-9581 
JKozlowski@ncsmartstart.org 

 
Janet McGinnis 
The North Carolina Office of 
Early Learning 
919-981-5408 
Janet.McGinnis@ncpublicschools.gov 

 



OLE Alliance Member List – continued 

 
Lia Rucker    Debra Torrence 
NC Rated License Assessment Proj. Private Consultant 
 
Elizabeth Santana   Susan Totty 
Wake County Smart Start   NC Partnership for Children 
 
Steven Shore    Cynthia Turner 
NC Pediatric Society   NC Partnership for Children 
 
Mary Staak    Jan Waugh 
Division of Child Development  Child Care Networks 
 
Virginia Sullivan    Jan Weems 
Learning by the Yard   NC Museum of Natural Science 
 
Kate Thegan    Cindy Wheeler 
Private Consultant   Office of Early Learning 
 
Betsy Thigpen    Sarah Yelton 
Western Kentucky University  Office of Environmental Education 
 

OLE Alliance Advisory Members 

 
Kymm Ballard    Robin Moore, Dipl. Arch, MCP 
NC Dept. of Public Instruction  Natural Learning Initiative 
 
Betsy Caesar    Scott Payne 
Playcare, Inc.    Raleigh Parks & Recreation Dept. 
 
Carolyn Cobb, Ph.D.   John Pruette 
Private Consultant   Office of Early Learning 
 
Nilda Coscoe, Ph.D.   Jackie Quirk 
Natural Learning Initiative  NC Child Care Health & Safety Res. Ctr. 
 
Pam Dowdy    Sue Russell 
Wake Co. Smart Start             Child Care Services Association 

 
             Stephanie Fanjul             Roz Savitt 
             NC Partnership for Children            NC Child Care Coalition 
 
             Donna King             Dave Smith 
             Children First             Duke Center for Inquiry-Based Learning 
 
             Jody Koon 
             Office of Early Learning 
   
             Co-Chairs: 
 
             Jani Kozlowski             Janet McGinnis 
             NC Partnership for Children             Office of Early Learning   
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